Week 5 Topic Proposal and Summary

This week’s goal is to begin collecting information and planning for the final Commentary essay by reading, thinking, and engaging with your topic. As you determine your topic, you’ll want to be sure it’s viable by understanding the perspectives within it and determining what unique angle you can offer to the conversation. Under each prompt or question below, provide detailed information about your topic.
1. What is your chosen topic, and how did you come across it? Why is it interesting to you? What do you personally hope to gain or accomplish by writing about this topic? In this section, define your topic and explain where you first heard about it (i.e. local newspaper, website, etc.). Reflect on how or why your background, motivations, needs, or interests inspired your curiosity about this topic, and consider how the topic relates to your overall goals for writing.
[The topic I have chosen for the commentary paper is cyberbullying. The first time I came across the topic was through a newspaper article which was discussing the negative impacts of social media and technology in general. Cyberbullying is notably difficult to overcome from the perspective of the victim because it is immediate and at times persistent. Having been a victim, I understand how one may feel and the feeling of helplessness at not knowing how to report the incident. I felt isolated, angry and humiliated at being targeted by a stranger because of what he perceived to be an inferior ethnic background to his ethnicity. This is a major reason why I made cyberbullying the focus of this paper.
Cyberbullying is a sensitive issue for me because I have been both a victim and witness of its harmful effects. Like most other young people in the modern world I am regularly present on various online platforms such as Facebook and Twitter. I also use my phone and computer regularly and heavily, as most ordinary activities now involve online technology. If I need to communicate with someone or gain information about any topic, it would likely come through one of these electronic devices. It is an issue that affects many young people today but very few people are willing to talk about it. The topic relates to my overall goals for writing because it offers an opportunity to discuss an issue that affects me personally and is also a major societal problem.]
2. Provide a brief summary of the topic. Explain the current issues surrounding the topic and share at least two different positions on the topic.As this is a summary, this section should be written in your own words; however, you must first conduct research to complete this section. Find at least two sources that offer differing perspectives on this topic and summarize their points of view. In your summary, also explain who the author or publishing organization is and how he, she, or it relates to the topic. Although we will be learning more about APA style next week, use Chapter 28 in your textbook and our APA class tutorials to provide full references for both sources.
[The problem of cyberbullying is one that has existed for as long as social media networks have been in existence. It involves the harassment of people on online platforms for purposes of intimidation or threats of violence against an individual. There are numerous social media platforms which are available to modern society. There are popular sites such as Instagram, Facebook and Twitter and there are countless other platforms which are used on a daily basis around the world. On any given day, billions of people use social media to communicate with one another. Not all of these users have good intentions. Some people use social media platforms for the sole purpose of harassing others online. It may be in the form of direct statements of harassment or it may be in less obvious ways such as comments about physical features or intelligence.
Van Laer discusses the issue of cyberbullying from a general perspective but with an assessment of how it affects young men and women. Citron addresses the issue from a unique angle as she focuses on how cyberbullying affects women. She notes that women tend to be harassed online more frequently than men but it is not given the attention it deserves. Van Laer expands his study of the topic by analyzing how social media plays a major role in the continued existence of the problem all over the world.
Citron, Danielle Keats. “Law's Expressive Value in Combating Cyber Gender Harassment.” Michigan Law Review, vol. 108, no. 3, 2009, pp. 373–415. 
Van Laer, Tom. “The Means to Justify the End: Combating Cyber Harassment in Social Media.” Journal of Business Ethics, vol. 123, no. 1, 2014, pp. 85–98.]
3. What specific issue will you write about within the larger topic, and what unique angle will you provide?
[Within the broader issue of cyberbullying, I will write about how the youth and women are affected by this issue. I will focus on how young people and women in general tend to be ignored as everyday victims of cyberbullying.]
4. Define your audience. Who are they, and what are their needs, motivations, and influences? In what ways will you need to structure your writing to appeal to them?Analyze the groups and individuals who are reading and writing on your chosen topic. Work to define who they are and how their backgrounds will dictate your writing approach.
[The intended audience for this paper are the youth and the figures in society with the authority to combat this issue. The first group this paper is aimed at is the youth. It is important for young people to understand that they can do more to protect themselves from bullies online. These cyber bullies use the fact that it is possible to harass someone anonymously to behave in any way they want, regardless of how much they mentally harm the victim. Young people should learn how to stand up for themselves and for others around them who may be undergoing bullying. Young people should also be aware of the numerous harmful effects of being a cyberbullying victim because most young people assume that cyberbullying is not a serious problem.
The second group is the collection of individuals with the ability to minimize cyberbullying. This includes parents, educators and government figures that can push for stronger legislation against this problem. The law does not adequately cover the possibilities of cyberbullying because it is a relatively new problem in society. However, there is no doubt that it has become a major problem and it needs to be covered by law. It also needs to be more clearly identified as a societal problem by parents and educators since they are the closest figures of authorities to the young people who use online platforms on a regular basis.]


· An introduction that catches reader’s attention, provides an overview of the topic, and presents a new or unique angle on a current event
· A thesis that transitions from the introduction to the body and clearly provides the writer’s position on the topic; the thesis should be debatable, meaning others may disagree or have a different perspective
· Discussion of background and other perspectives within the larger conversation, represented through integration of research
· Body paragraphs that explain, support, and answer the promise of the thesis statement
· Effective use of author tags, direct quotes, summary, and paraphrases
· Proper APA style for in-text citation and an end References page
Additional Requirements
· Three complete body pages (double-spaced), plus title page and reference page
· Essay typed and submitted as a Microsoft Word 2010 document (.docx), with 12-point font and APA formatting for margins, title page, running heads, and page numbers; please be sure to review the formatting in the APA paper and title page tutorial
· Integration of a minimum of two credible sources
Don't forget to submit your assignment for grading.
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